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When it comes to selecting the right steel for industrial applications, understanding the specifications
and equivalents of various steel grades is crucial. One such grade that often comes into
consideration is ASTM A668 Class C steel. Recognized for its durability and versatility, ASTM A668
Class C steel is widely used in manufacturing, construction, and engineering sectors. However,
engineers, procurement specialists, and manufacturers often need to identify equivalent steels
across different standards to ensure compatibility, compliance, and optimal performance. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the ASTM A668 Class C steel equivalent, exploring its
properties, comparable standards, and key considerations for selection and application.

Understanding ASTM A668 Class C Steel

Before delving into equivalents, it?s essential to understand what ASTM A668 Class C steel entails.
What is ASTM A668?

ASTM A668 is a standard specification established by ASTM International that covers carbon and
alloy steel castings intended for general engineering applications. It specifies chemical
compositions, mechanical properties, and heat treatment requirements for different classes of cast
steels.

Class C Steel: Key Features

ASTM A668 Class C is characterized by:

- Chemical composition: Typically includes carbon, manganese, and other alloying elements
within specified limits.

- Mechanical properties: Moderate tensile strength, good ductility, and impact resistance.

- Heat treatment: Usually supplied in a normalized or stress-relieved condition.

- Applications: Suitable for machinery parts, valves, pump bodies, and other industrial
components.

Chemical Composition Highlights:
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- Carbon (C): 0.20% max

- Manganese (Mn): 0.6071.00%
- Phosphorus (P): 0.040% max
- Sulfur (S): 0.050% max

Mechanical Properties:

- Tensile strength: Approximately 55,000 to 75,000 psi (380?520 MPa)
- Yield strength: Around 35,000 psi (240 MPa)

Common Equivalents of ASTM A668 Class C Steel

Identifying steel equivalents involves comparing chemical compositions, mechanical properties, and
heat treatment standards. The goal is to find steels that can substitute ASTM A668 Class C in
various applications without compromising performance.

European and International Standards Equivalents

Many European and international standards define similar cast steels, often with comparable
chemical and mechanical specifications.

EN Standards (European Standards)

- EN 1561: GG25, GG30, GG40, GG50: Gray cast iron grades with similar mechanical properties
but not directly equivalent to steel grades.

- EN 10293: S235JRG2: Structural steel, but not cast steel.

- EN 1563: GG10, GG15, GG20, GG25: Gray cast iron grades.

- European equivalents are more often found in standards like EN 10293 and EN 10200, which
specify cast steels.

Since ASTM A668 is steel castings, the closest European equivalents are generally Cast Steel
Grades such as:

- EN 10293 GS-50 (1.0503): General purpose cast steel, similar in chemical composition and
mechanical properties to ASTM A668 Class C.

- EN 10293 G20Mn5 (1.0601): Medium manganese cast steel, comparable in strength and
ductility.
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ASTM Standards (Other Grades)

- ASTM A27/A27M Grade 70-50: Carbon steel castings with similar strength characteristics.
- ASTM A216 Grade WCB: Carbon steel casting used in pressure vessels and valves, with
comparable properties.

JIS Standards (Japanese Industrial Standards)

- JIS G5502: FC200, FC250: Cast steels with similar chemical compositions.
- JIS G5502: FC300: Comparable in strength to ASTM A668 Class C.

ASME Standards

- ASME often references ASTM standards; ASME B16.34 covers cast steel valves made from
ASTM A216 WCB, which aligns with ASTM A668 Class C properties for some applications.

Comparison of Chemical Compositions and Mechanical Properties

| Standard/Grade | Chemical Composition (approximate) | Tensile Strength | Yield Strength | Notes |

| ASTM A668 Class C | C: 0.20% max, Mn: 0.6071.00% | 55?75 ksi | ~35 ksi | General purpose cast
steel |

| EN 10293 GS-50 | C: 0.20?0.25%, Mn: 0.60?71.00% | Similar to ASTM | Similar to ASTM |
European equivalent, good for general cast steel |

| ASTM A27 Grade 70-50 | C: 0.20%, Mn: 0.60% | 70 ksi | 50 ksi | Similar strength, often used for
castings |

| JIS FC300 | C: 0.20?0.25%, Mn: 0.60?1.00% | Approx. 50 ksi | Approx. 32 ksi | Japanese
standard, comparable in many applications |

Note: Exact chemical compositions and mechanical properties can vary slightly depending on
manufacturing processes and heat treatments.
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Factors to Consider When Finding Equivalents

While identifying equivalents, keep in mind the following considerations:

Chemical Composition

- Ensure the substitute steel has similar carbon and alloying element ranges to match strength
and ductility.
Mechanical Properties

- Confirm that yield strength, tensile strength, and impact resistance meet or exceed application

requirements.

Heat Treatment and Processing

- Compatibility with heat treatment processes to ensure performance consistency.
Standards and Certification

- Verify that the equivalent steel complies with relevant standards and certifications for your
region and application.
Application Specifics

- Consider corrosion resistance, wear resistance, and operational environment when selecting
substitutes.

Applications of ASTM A668 Class C Steel and Its Equivalents
ASTM A668 Class C steel and its equivalents are used across various industries, including:
- Manufacturing of machinery parts

- Valve and pump components
- Industrial castings and fittings
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- Construction equipment
- Automotive components

The selection of a suitable equivalent depends on the specific application requirements, including
mechanical loads, temperature conditions, and environmental exposure.

Conclusion: Finding the Best ASTM A668 Class C Steel Equivalent

In summary, ASTM A668 Class C steel is a versatile cast steel grade with properties suitable for a
wide range of industrial applications. Its equivalents, such as EN 10293 GS-50, ASTM A27 Grade
70-50, and JIS FC300, offer similar chemical compositions and mechanical properties, making them
suitable substitutes depending on regional standards and specific application needs.

When selecting an equivalent, it?s essential to consider not only the standard specifications but also
the manufacturing processes, heat treatments, and service environment. Consulting with steel
suppliers and industry experts can help ensure you choose the best substitute that guarantees
performance, durability, and compliance.

By understanding the similarities and differences among these standards, engineers and
procurement professionals can make informed decisions, optimize costs, and ensure the reliability of
their projects and products.

ASTM A668 Class C Steel Equivalent: A Comprehensive Guide

When working within the realm of industrial steel standards, understanding the equivalences
between different specifications is crucial for engineers, procurement specialists, and fabricators.
One such important material is ASTM A668 Class C steel, a versatile alloy often utilized in
applications requiring moderate strength, good weldability, and corrosion resistance. Recognizing its
equivalents across international standards and alternative grades can streamline sourcing, ensure
compatibility, and optimize project costs. This guide provides a detailed breakdown of ASTM A668
Class C steel equivalent, exploring its composition, properties, and comparable materials used
worldwide.

What is ASTM A668 Class C Steel?

ASTM A668 is an American standard specification that covers carbon-molybdenum alloy steel
plates primarily used in the manufacture of pressure vessels, boilers, and other structural
applications. It is classified into various classes (A, B, C, etc.) based on chemical composition and

mechanical properties.

Class C of ASTM A668 represents a specific grade designed for applications demanding a balance
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of strength, toughness, and weldability. It typically features:

- Moderate carbon content

- Molybdenum additions for enhanced strength and hardenability
- Good weldability and machinability

- Suitable for elevated temperature service

Key Mechanical and Chemical Properties of ASTM A668 Class C

Before delving into equivalents, understanding the core properties of ASTM A668 Class C steel is
essential:

Chemical Composition (approximate):

- Carbon (C): 0.20% - 0.30%

- Molybdenum (Mo): 0.20% - 0.30%
- Manganese (Mn): 0.60% - 1.00%
- Silicon (Si): 0.10% - 0.35%

- Phosphorus (P): Max 0.035%

- Sulfur (S): Max 0.040%

Mechanical Properties (typical):

- Tensile Strength: 70-90 ksi (480-620 MPa)

- Yield Strength: 40-60 ksi (275-415 MPa)

- Hardness: Moderate, suitable for welding and machining

- Impact Resistance: Good at ambient and elevated temperatures

Why are Equivalents Important?

Knowing the equivalent steel grades allows engineers and procurement teams to:
- Source materials internationally without compromising specifications
- Simplify supply chain management

- Ensure compatibility in welding, fabrication, and operational performance
- Optimize costs by considering locally available or more economical options
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International Steel Standards and Their Equivalents
Different countries have their own steel standards, but many are harmonized or have recognized
equivalences. Here's a detailed look at common standards and their potential equivalents to ASTM
A668 Class C.
European Standards: EN 10219 & EN 10025
European standards often designate steel grades based on chemical composition and mechanical
properties, with a focus on structural applications.

- EN 10219 (Cold-formed welded structural steel tubes): Grades such as S275JR, S355JR

- EN 10025 (Hot-rolled structural steels): Grades like S235JR, S275JR, S355JR
Equivalent Grades:
| ASTM A668 Class C | European Standard Grade | Notes |

| ASTM A668 Class C | S275JR / S355JR | S275JR is generally comparable, but may lack the
molybdenum content |

| Equivalent for molybdenum alloy | P355GH (EN 10216-2) | P355GH contains molybdenum and is
used for pressure vessels, similar to A668 C |

Summary:

While there isn't an exact European equivalent to ASTM A668 Class C, EN 10216-2 P355GH is
closely aligned for pressure vessel applications due to its molybdenum content and mechanical
properties.

Japanese Standards: JIS

Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS) classify steels based on their chemical and mechanical

characteristics.

- JIS G3106 (High-strength steel for welded structures): Grade SS400, SM490
- JIS G3462 (Pressure vessel steels): Grades like SGV410, SGV480
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Equivalent Grades:
| ASTM A668 Class C | JIS Grade | Remarks |

| ASTM A668 Class C | SGV410 / SGV480 | Similar chemical composition, suitable for pressure
vessels |

| Additional | SS490 | For structural purposes, not necessarily pressure vessels |
Summary:

For pressure vessel applications, JIS G3462 SGV410 or SGV480 are considered close equivalents,
especially when molybdenum is involved.

Chinese Standards: GB and Q/B Series
Chinese standards designate steel grades with alphanumeric codes based on chemical
composition.
- GB/T 1591 (High-strength low-alloy structural steels): Grades like Q345R, Q370R
- Q/B 235 series (Pressure vessel steels): Q345R, Q370R
Equivalent Grades:
| ASTM A668 Class C | Chinese Standard Grade | Remarks |
oo oo e

| ASTM A668 Class C | Q345R / Q370R | Widely used pressure vessel steels with similar strength
and alloying elements |

Summary:

Q345R and Q370R are considered suitable equivalents for ASTM A668 Class C, especially in
pressure vessel manufacturing.

ASTM and ASME Standards: Additional Recognized Equivalents
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- ASME SA 516 Grade 70: A carbon steel plate used for pressure vessels with good weldability
and decent strength

- ASTM A537 Class 1 & 2: Pressure vessel plates with molybdenum content, suitable for similar
applications

While these are not exact matches, they are often used in similar contexts, especially when
molybdenum content is a key factor.

Factors to Consider When Choosing an Equivalent

Although standards and grades might seem interchangeable, always verify the following:

- Chemical Composition: Ensure the alloying elements match or are within acceptable ranges,
especially molybdenum, carbon, manganese, and others.

- Mechanical Properties: Confirm tensile strength, yield strength, toughness, and hardness are
comparable.

- Weldability: Compatibility with welding procedures is essential, especially when molybdenum is
involved.

- Application Requirements: Consider pressure ratings, temperature endurance, and corrosion
resistance.

- Manufacturing and Fabrication: Ensure the material's formability and machinability align with
project needs.

Practical Steps to Find the Right Equivalent

- Consult Material Suppliers: Many suppliers provide cross-reference charts for steel grades
across standards.

- Check Material Data Sheets: Obtain detailed chemical and mechanical property data.

- Perform Material Testing: When in doubt, conduct testing to verify material performance.

- Engage with Standards Experts: Consult with metallurgists or standards organizations for
guidance specific to your application.

Summary: Key Takeaways

- ASTM A668 Class C steel is a molybdenum-alloyed carbon steel suitable for pressure vessel
applications.

- Its equivalent grades vary across international standards, with EN P355GH, JIS SGV410, and
Q345R being notable counterparts.
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- Always verify chemical composition and mechanical properties before substituting materials.

- Consider application-specific requirements such as temperature, pressure, and corrosion when
selecting an equivalent.

- Proper documentation and testing ensure that the chosen material meets all safety and
performance standards.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the ASTM A668 Class C steel equivalent empowers engineers and procurement
teams to make informed decisions, ensuring material compatibility, safety, and cost-effectiveness.
While standards may differ globally, the underlying metallurgical properties often align, allowing for
seamless substitution when properly verified. Always prioritize thorough analysis, testing, and
consultation with experts to achieve optimal results in your projects.

Disclaimer: This guide provides general information and should not replace detailed material
specifications or engineering judgment. Always refer to the latest standards and consult with
material specialists for critical applications.

QuestionAnswer What is ASTM A668 Class C steel and what are its main applications? ASTM
A668 Class C steel is a low-alloy, high-strength steel used primarily in manufacturing pressure
vessels, tanks, and structural applications due to its good toughness and weldability. What are the
common equivalents to ASTM A668 Class C steel in international standards? Common equivalents
include EN 10028-3 P265GH, DIN 17155 HiIl, and JIS G3106 SS400, though exact chemical
compositions and mechanical properties should be verified. How do | determine the chemical
composition of ASTM A668 Class C steel? The chemical composition typically includes specific
ranges for elements like carbon, manganese, phosphorus, sulfur, etc., as specified in the ASTM
A668 standard; consult the material datasheet or standard for precise details. Is ASTM A668 Class
C steel suitable for welding applications? Yes, ASTM A668 Class C steel is known for its good
weldability, making it suitable for various fabrication and welding processes. Can ASTM A668 Class
C steel be used in high-temperature environments? It is generally suitable for moderate
high-temperature applications, but for very high temperatures, specialized steels may be required,;
always consult material specifications. What is the typical mechanical property range for ASTM
A668 Class C steel? The steel typically exhibits tensile strength around 70-90 ksi (480-620 MPa)
and yield strength approximately 50-70 ksi (345-480 MPa), with good toughness and ductility.
Where can | purchase ASTM A668 Class C steel or its equivalents? It can be purchased from steel
suppliers and distributors worldwide; ensure the material meets ASTM standards or its equivalent in
your region. Are there any specific standards or certifications required for ASTM A668 Class C
steel? Yes, the steel must conform to ASTM A668 specifications, and certifications such as mill test
reports (MTRS) are typically provided to verify compliance. How does the cost of ASTM A668 Class
C steel compare to its international equivalents? Pricing varies depending on supplier, region, and
market conditions, but generally, ASTM A668 Class C steel is competitively priced compared to
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international equivalents, with variations based on supply chain factors. Can ASTM A668 Class C
steel be substituted with other low-alloy steels for specific projects? Yes, substitution is possible if
the alternative steel meets the required mechanical and chemical properties; always verify
compatibility with project specifications.
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